
Forum  34.4:  Regulating  Online
Harms in Canada
In this special issue, guest edited by Dax D'Orazio (Guelph) and Michael Asres (York),
scholars of  law and politics  at  different career stages examine some of  the key legal,
political, and practical challenges raised by Canada's Online Harms Bill (Bill C-63), which
died on the order paper when Parliament was prorogued in early 2025. In anticipation of
subsequent attempts to regulate online harms, the issue's contributors reflect on how the
law ought to respond to the rapid spread of hateful or otherwise harmful content online, and
on how this response can be tailored to still leave ample room for the exercise of expressive
freedom. You can access the full issue for free by clicking the individual article links below.
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Forum 34.3: Fair Voting BC
We're delighted to announce the publication of a new special issue of the Constitutional
Forum. This special issue comprises a series of short commentaries on the Ontario Court of
Appeal's recent judgment in Fair Voting BC v Canada (Attorney General), in which the Court
rejected claims that  Canada's  "first-past-the-post"  electoral  system unjustifiably  violates
sections 3 and 15(1) of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms (the right to vote and the right
to equality). You can access the full issue for free via the links below.
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Forum 34.2: Open Issue
We're delighted to announce the publication of a new open issue of the Constitutional
Forum,  guest edited by Areeba Ismail,  Maria Kalapurayil,  and Nicole Ibalio (2025 CCS
Summer Students and JD Candidates at the University of Alberta). You can access the full
issue for free via the links below:
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Review  29.2  &  29.3:  Our  More
Than Human Constitutions
The Centre is  delighted to host a special  double issue of  the Review of Constitutional
Studies, which can now be downloaded for free via the links below. The special issue is
entitled "Our More Than Human Constitutions," and was guest edited by Professors Lindsay
Borrows  (Queen's  University)  and  Jessica  Eisen  (University  of  Alberta).  It  comprises
contributions from scholars in an array of academic fields -- including constitutional law,
Indigenous law, environmental law, animal law, and ethnobotany -- on the ways in which our
legal orders, Indigenous and state, approach the regulation of the more-than-human.
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In addition to the CCS, the following organizations supported this project:

Forum  34.1:  Responsive  Judicial
Review
The  Centre  is  excited  to  announce  the  publication  of  a  new  special  issue  of  the
Constitutional Forum! This special issue (34.1) flows from a workshop co-organized by the
uOttawa Public Law Centre and the Centre for Constitutional Studies (uAlberta), held at
uOttawa in March 2024. The workshop brought together a small group of constitutional
experts to talk about Rosalind Dixon's landmark monograph, Responsive Judicial Review.
This special issue comprises written versions of papers first presented at that workshop,
along with a response to these papers from Professor Dixon. It encompasses reflections on a
number of specific and currently contentious constitutional questions, including how courts
should respond to the uptick in provincial  recourse to the notwithstanding clause,  the
proper role of unwritten constitutional principles in judicial decision-making, and the limits
that principles like democracy and federalism place on the practice of judicial review.
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the Charter
We're delighted to announce the publication of a new special issue of the Constitutional
Forum (Issue 33.4). This issue is predominantly comprised of papers by participants in a
CCS workshop on the horizontal effect of Charter rights, held at UBC 's Allard School of
Law in January 2024, and co-organized by professors at Allard. The workshop addressed
some of the key issues surrounding the case of Cool World v Twitter, which involves a PR
firm contesting Twitter's refusal to run paid ads for a documentary (The New Corporation)
by arguing that Twitter's common law rights should be interpreted in a way that's consistent
with the Charter value of free expression. Some of the papers address Cool World directly,
while others address the surrounding legal framework derived from RWDSU v Dolphin
Delivery and Hill v Church of Scientology. All engage with questions about the manner in
which the Charter applies and should apply to private legal relations.
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Constitutional Forum: Issue 33.3
We're delighted to announce the publication of a new issue of our journal, Constitutional
Forum.  Issue  33.3  is  an  open  issue  featuring  contributions  from  Joel  Bakan,  Angela
Fernandez, Robert Diab, and Paul Chartrand. Articles can be accessed by clicking the links
below.

Issue 33.3:

Table of Contents (PDF)

Articles:
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Bill C53: An Ill-Advised Adventure of State Interference in the Constitutional Evolution of
the State-Aboriginal Relationship
Paul Chartrand

Review of  Constitutional  Studies:
Issue 28.2
The Centre is excited to announce the publication of our latest issue of the Review of
Constitutional Studies, which is now available via EBSCO and will be available in due course
on Heinonline. This latest issue, issue 28.2, is an open issue that also features two reprinted
articles by Professors Robert Brandom and Cheryl Misak. These articles are reprinted to
commemorate the Centre's "Law and Pragmatism" lecture series, which ran from late 2023
to early 2024 and was organized by the Review's Co-Editor-in-Chief, Professor Josh Nichols
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(McGill).  We're grateful  to Professors Brandom, Misak,  and Nichols  for  facilitating the
republication of these exceptional papers, and for giving us the opportunity to bring them to
a  new  audience.  We're  also  grateful  to  the  other  contributors  to  this  issue:  David
Dyzenhaus, Maguid Nicholas, Johnny Mack, and Jean Leclair.

 

 

Constitutional Forum: Issue 33.2
We're excited to announce the publication of our latest open issue of the Constitutional
Forum, guest edited by CCS Summer Students Krystin Hoffart, Laura McKenzie, and Saloni
Sharma. To view individual articles in the new issue, please click the links below.
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Special Issue: Criminal Sentencing and the Charter (Guest Edited by Professor
Colton Fehr, University of Saskatchewan College of Law)
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